to 'myxcedematous madness'; in the final discussion there are humble homely questions concerning the 'sort of person who develops myxoedematous madness', and 'the sort of person who develops thyrotoxicosis'. Between these references to two unsolved clinical problems is a series of superb papers recording a great deal of research data. Each chapter is couched in a scientific dialect somewhat different from the others and the collective production is a very good illustration of the difficulty we face in medicine today of understanding the other man's specialist language. There is a chapter on the IQ and congenital hypothyroidism from which one concludes that there is little significant intelligence gain from a very early start on therapy in comparison with those who are made euthyroid later. Tucked away in the discussion on this chapter is valuable information which is not widely known and seems to escape the ordinary textbooksfor instance, the distinction between the 'thyroid' cretin and the 'cerebral' cretin in whom the thyroid deficiency is secondary to damage to the diencephalon. These are just tiny crumbs of interest from a very highly concentrated loaf. Thyroid disorder scatters its interest over many specialties in medicine and surgery and although this is a small book it is worth-while and stimulating reading. It should certainly be available in hospital and research libraries; much of it is intelligible to the average clinician. The availability of a valuable production of this type at such low cost is something to be noted with gratitude.
D F ELLISON NASH
Effects of Anesthetics on the Circulation edited by Henry L Price MD and Peter J Cohen MD pp xii+293 illustrated $10.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1964 This book appears with commendable promptitude, being the report of a conference which took place only last year. Collected within it are contributions from many of the most distinguished workerstwenty-nine altogetherdescribing briefly what is already known but, in more detail, the present direction and probable future trends of their own research. It is very well edited and produced.
The subjects are gathered under three main headings: Circulatory regulation by the central nervous system; cardiac rhythm, contractility and output; regional blood flow and vascular reactivity. Reference is therefore easy and there is a good index. There must be a place for this book in every department of anesthesia and in most departments of physiology, cardiology and pharmacology.
GEORGE This is a concise and informative review of the difficulties associated with the evaluation of chemotherapy of virus diseases. Its aim is to explain the relative failure of chemotherapy against virus infections as compared with the success against infections by bacteria, fungi and protozoa. The authors have approached the problem from two main directions: the action of chemotherapy on virus and on host. As preliminary background the first chapter deals with the chemical composition and multiplication of-
